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The Le Torraie — Mount Lesima nature reserve and SCI (Site of Communit
Importance) covers 598 hectares in the Torraie Valley in the Brallo di Pregold
district, from the Avagnone and Trebbia torrents to the 1,724mt summit of
Mount Lesima, which is the highest peak in the Ligurian- Piedmont-Paves
Apennines. From a geological point of view, the site is characterised by the
limestone of Mount Antola and the escarpment of Corbesassi.
The reserve is home to hundreds of hectares of beech wood at highe
altitudes, and hop-hornbeams lower down. The ridge is covered wit
extensive, mostly arid meadows. These are of signi cant naturalistic
value thanks to the wide variety of species they are home to (there are a
vast number of orchids) and their interactive role with visiting pollinators.
The most northerly instance of Astragalus sirinicus on the Italian peninsular
can also be found there.

In fact, thanks to its geographical location, Mount Lesima (whose summit

is less than 40km as the crow ies from the Tigullio Gulf and the Paradise
Gulf) is a ected not only by the continental climate but also considerably
by Mediterranean weather conditions.

The fauna includes river craw sh, numerous night predator birds such as
the golden eagle, the short-toed eagle and mammals including stags and
wolves. Thanks to over 80 species known to be present, the Mount Lesima
area is one of the richest in Europe for butter ies.

Mount Lesima can be recognised by the aviation radar station and large cross
on its summit. The western side of the mountain is steep and grassy while
the east is precipitous and craggy. It dominates the Trebbia and Avagnone
vallies, the Avagnone ows into the Trebbia on the left. On clear days you
can glimpse a strip of the Ligurian Sea. According to legend, the name
“Lesima” dates back to Hannibal. It is said that the Carthaginian general
climbed to the top of the mountain and hurt his hand there (lesa manus).. (,

Useful information for your visit

The nature reserve/SCI can be explored either on foot or by mountai
bike via an extensive network paths. The following starting points are
recommended:

Prodongo — Piani di Lesima

The brallo — Giova road (accessible to vehicles)

Rovaiolo Vecchio

Piani di Cavanna

Provincia di Pavia: 0382 597788

mail: provincia.pavia@pec.provincia.pv.it
Comune di Brallo di Pregola: 0383 550040
mail: comune.brallo@Uvirgilio.it
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01_A butter y in the meadows
on Mount Lesima
02_A view of Mount Lesima with
globe owers in the foreground
03_Fritillaria montana: the species
that symbolises the Botanical
Gardens
04_A wolf (Canis lupus italicus)
05_5 A roe-deer
(Capreolus capreolus)

06_The Pietra Corva Botanical
Garden (foto: M. Garavana)
07_Alyssum bertoloni
08_Rosa pimpinellifolia

09_Red Rhododendrons outside the
entrance to the Botanical Garden.
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The Sassi Neri — Pietra Corva SCI (Site of Community Importance) covers
667 hectares in the Romagnese district on the right bank of the Tidone.
it extends from the river to Pietra di Corvo, Pan Perduto, and Sassi Neri:
mountains that are over 1000mt high. These are outcrops of ophiolitic
serpentinite rocks that originated as magma in the Earth’s crust and
solidi ed on an ancient ocean bed about 150 million years ago. Calcareous
ysh marlstone-clay sediments can also be found within the area de ned
as the SCI.

At lower altitudes, hop hornbeam is widespread, and there are sometimes
small woods of downy oak. From 850mt upwards, there are beech trees,
either pure of mixed with Austrian oak. At the highest altitudes there are
dry meadows rich in wild roses and orchids and species typical of opholithic
areas (including alisso, armeria fritillaria).

Calcium carbonate in Itrating mosses can be found along the river. In
the damp and marshy parts of the area, the northern crested newt and
the spectacled salamander can be seen, while the golden eagle and the
short-toed eagle wheel in the sky.

The Botanical Garden

The Pietra Corva Alpine Botanical Garden was established in by Antonio
Ridella in 1967. It is located in the heart of the Sassi Neri — Pietra Corva
SCl at 950mt on the side of Mount Pietra di Corvo. It consists of a maze of
small paths between ower beds and rockeries where it is possible to admire
the plants that grow among the recesses and crevices. The garden’s beauty,
aesthetic impact and wealth of forms and colours make it the ideal place
for trips and excursions. The garden is also a study centre for the Northern
Apennines and serves as a place for observation, study, teaching and research.

Useful information for your visit
The Botanical Garden is located beyond the hamlet of Grazzi Superiore. It

is open from 1st April to 30th September, from Tuesday to Sunday (and

on holiday Mondays or Mondays before holiday Tuesdays). There is also

a comfortable refreshment area.

Visits to the SCI must be requested in advance.

We recommend starting your tour at the Botanical Garden

(Information Point).

From the garden, you can choose from a large nu mber of paths (on foot

or by mountain bike):

- the Mount Pietra di Corvo circular path, 1hr 30mins on foot, including
reaching the summit;

- Sassi Neri, 1hr; Pan Perduto, 40mins;

- The source of the Tidone: the “Tidone-Po” path as far as Casa Matti in
the Romagnese district, 1 hr 30mins;

- The Penice Pass, a two-hour walk.

While climbing Mount Pietra di Corvo is technically simple, caution is

required due to the exposure of the peak.

Contact

Botanical Gardens: 0382 597865; 335 7600084

mail: provincia.pavia@pec.provincia.pv.it
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